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absentees as traitors, and began to confiscate their estates. They published a manifesto, accusing Charles of prolonged misgovernment, arid defending the recourse to arms as a defence against plots for the violent subversion of Parliament. The manifesto denied that Parliament could be an arbitrary power, or a breaker of law, for it represented the nobility and gentry of England, and it was " most improbable that the nobility and gentry of England should conspire to take away the law, by which they enjoy their estates, are protected from any act of violence and power, and differenced from the meaner sort of people, with whom otherwise they would be but fellow-servants." Any one who imagines that Charles was fighting democracy would do well to study these words. His oifence was that he had tried to make rich and poor fellow-servants of the Crown; and he had done something to make them fellow-servants of the community.
Meanwhile, at Wellington, the King took public oath before his army that, whatever the outcome of the war, he would make no attempt to destroy the authority of Parliament or even revoke the recent legislation: he was fighting to defend monarchy from further aggression.1 Both sides were recruiting the poor and calling on the gentry to bring their swords and followers to defend Liberty, Law, and Religion. Some remained neutral, or tried to. Many changed from one side to the other. Some families split for conscience' sake, some (it was whispered) in order to have a friend in both camps and save the property from .confiscation. Young Evelyn came to tell the King that he was loyal but, as his estate was so near London, he could not take up arms for fear of confiscation; then he departed
1"... if it please God, by His blessing upon this army, raised for my necessary defence, to preserve me from this rebellion, I do solemnly and faithfully promise, in the sight of God, to maintain the just privileges and freedom of Parliament, and to govern by the known laws of the land, particularly to observe inviolably the laws consented to by me in this Parliament. When I willingly fail in these particulars I will expect no aid or relief from any man or protection from Heaven."